Briefing 11/09 | 31 January 2011

Contraditório think-tank
Briefing
Europe’s cup of jasmine tea? | Pedro Teles Ferreira
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parties, unions, universities, and NGO’s, is

The European Parliament is normally very

likely

European

conscious regarding political reforms and

media,

respect for human rights. In the case of Egypt,

academics and civil society. This will allow a

one resolution (January 2008) called for

truly comprehensive approach.
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More than a neighbour and moderate country,
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detention of media professionals, human
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situation is not just specific to Tunisia but a
common characteristic of most if not all Arab

The world financial crises, unemployment

southern Mediterranean Countries.

and high prices of food are problems that
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concern all countries, as recognized by the

rights, political and religious extremism have

World

been matters of great concern to Europe in the

Sustainable and balanced growths, inclusive

Mediterranean

is

development in democratic societies are some

understandable. Cooperation mechanisms like

of the goals recently pointed out by the

the Barcelona Process, the Union for the

leaders of Indonesia and India, respectively.

region,

which

Economic

Forum,

in

Davos.

Mediterranean and the EU Neighbourhood
Policy did not avoid this strong call for
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political and economic changes in southern

recent events have shown is that Tunisians

Mediterranean Countries.
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are willing to drive their countries towards
democracy

and

pluralism,

transparent

economic governance, and employment. The
EU has a good chance of showing that
Common Foreign and Security Policy is more
than a new telephone number given by the
Lisbon Treaty.
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